Morris Township committeeman protests Morristown political 'blizzard' - Morristown Green - NJ.com

|Town, Keyword, Local Businesses, Web ID |

2/27/09 5:43 PM

Home | News | Weather ‘ Sports ‘ Entertainment ‘ Living ‘ Interact | Jobs | Autos | Real

Local news & conversation: North | Hudson | Essex | Union | Morris | Middlesex | Somerset | Hunterdon | Warren | Mercer | Shore | South

Morristown Green
Local opinions, news, events, real estate & more from Greater Morristown

MORRISTOWN
GREEN

with @he Star-Ledger

e About Morristown Green

e Contact us: E-mail us to
blog and to submit tips
or call 973.539.0530

e Morristown Green
home

* News

e Entertainment & Dining
¢ Nightlife

e Faith

e History

¢ Helping Hands

e People

* Sports

¢ Videos

Full list of contributors:
f Select a blog o8

Browse by day posted

| Select a date H
Browse by week posted:
| Select a date H

Morris Township committeeman
protests Morristown political

'blizzard'
by George!

Wednesday February 25, 2009, 8:40 AM

Morris Township Committeeman Jeff
Grayzel

Below is the text of Morris
Township Committeeman Jeff
Grayzel's statement presented to
the Morristown council last night.
A video replay will be posted
shortly.

Morristown's plans to move its
public works operation to the
Township, and Mayor Donald
Cresitello's talk of merging with
the Township, have rubbed
Township officials wrong, as Jeff
makes clear:

JEFF GRAYZEL:

Good evening. Thank you for the
opportunity to address you this
evening.

Your resolutions 60-09 and 61-09
are part of a paper blizzard of 10
resolutions reacting to Morris
Township's opposition to siting

your DPW facility in the midst of Township residences. Sometimes in the
midst of a blizzard, it's hard to see what's going on around you. All those little
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white things darting 1n front ot your eyes are distracting.

These two resolutions speak to "A STUDY ASCERTAINING THE
FEASIBILITY AND ECONOMIC IMPACT OF SHARED SERVICES
AGREEMENTS FOR THE PROVISION OF FIRE FIGHTING AND SAFETY
SERVICES."

The Morris Township Committee wants to be sure that the Morristown
Council knows that Morris Township has a request for quotation for such a
study already prepared and ready for submission on a solo basis. We had
presented the bid proposal to Mayor Cresitello this past December 2nd and
asked that Morristown be our partner in the study. If we could do this
together, we would be able to get some state funding for the study. After
almost 2 months of delay, Mayor Cresitello told Morris Township in very late
January that he was not interested.

The Morris Township Committee has questions for the Morristown Town
Council about your Resolutions regarding shared fire services between
Morristown and the Township:

1. Why are you asking the State to conduct the study? I wonder if this an
error? Morris Township has already proposed leading the study themselves
with Morristown as a partner.

2. Why is a shared fire service study interesting to you this month, when it
was not last month?

3. Are you sincere in your interest to explore shared Fire Fighting and Safety
Services? Is there true interest from everyone sitting at this dais including
the Mayor's office and the Town Council ?

With regard to sharing other services, I am very supportive of the concept
that we need to look at each and every possible area that can be shared to see
if it makes sense. That includes Fire Services and the Department of Public
Works as Morris Township has already suggested. These two areas would be
a very good start for both of us to see the benefits to our taxpayers prior to us
exploring other areas to share in the future.

However, I am still weary of the blizzard that has been created in front of all
of us. The broader shared services discussions should not distract us from the
very urgent business before us which relates specifically to DPW services and
Morristown's need for a DPW site. To that end, I hope that Morristown will
agree to a work session next week so that we can begin to develop mutually
acceptable alternatives to the siting of a Morristown DPW at 240 Martin
Luther King Avenue.

Our talk must be of sharing like good neighbors, not merging. So I ask that
you be realistic and vote to accept only those resolutions before you relating
to DPW and Fire.

Thank you again for the opportunity to speak before you this evening.
See more in Morris Township, Morristown
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