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your email address will be removed within 48 hours. Thank you.

August 2009 Newsletter

Dear Neighbors,

I hope you are enjoying the summer.

I am pleased to offer this latest update in a series of E-newsletters containing commentary on our
Township Committee meetings and other helpful information about our municipality. If you did not see
prior newsletters, you can view them at www.JeffGrayzel.com .

This edition covers the month of August including the meeting of 8/19/09 and also provides updates on
some community issues. Make sure you note all of the upcoming events in our community. See the
listings under “Other items of interest” near the end of this newsletter.

Note that the next Township Committee meeting will take place on Wednesday September
16th.

Please feel free to pass this newsletter on to any (and all) of your friends & neighbors. There are many
people who still do not get the newsletter and who surely would be interested in what goes on in our
Township. They can subscribe to the newsletter by sending an e-mail to Jeff@JeffGrayzel.com . You
can let them know that I only send one e-mail per month and do not use their address for any other
purposes.

Table of Contents
Many people have told me that the newsletter has been too long to read in the available time. So I
have tried to make this issue a faster read by providing an index of topics below so you can jump to
what you are most interested in reading about:

 

Click links below to jump directly to these newsletter topics:

August 19th
Township Committee Meeting

Other Commentary from
Township Committee Members

Ordinances Building Applications
Around Town
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Public
Commentary

Other items
of interest

JeffÕs
Commentary

Upcoming Committee Meeting
on September 16th

August 19 Township Committee Meeting…

You can view a copy of the agenda via a link to our Township
website:
http://morristwp.com/agendas
/Twpcomm_agenda_08-19-09.pdf

The Township Committee has decided to restructure our meetings
to allow for the closed session to be the first item on the agenda.
Thus, the meeting started officially at 6:00pm, and we immediately
went into closed session. The open, public session began as usual
at 8:00pm. The new schedule was needed because some of the closed session matters had previously
taken us past midnight at prior committee meetings. We decided it would be best to cover at least
some of these matters earlier in the evening so that we could bring them to the open session at a
reasonable hour for appropriate public action and also adjourn at a more reasonable hour.

Closed Session…
The Township Committee then recessed into “closed session” which occurs when there are legal or
personnel matters that cannot be discussed in public (at the present moment). Minutes of the closed
session are released to the public when the matters discussed are resolved.

Township Attorney, John Mills announced at the Township Committee meeting (prior to recessing into
closed session) that the closed session would deal with personnel, land acquisition, real property, and
legal matters.

Ordinances for Final Consideration…
When the public portion of the meeting began at 8pm we continued with “Ordinances – Public Hearing,
Final Consideration, and Adoption.” This pertains to ordinances introduced at a prior Township
Committee meeting. There were two items up for Final Consideration:

Ordinance 23-09 allows for the stop sign at the intersection of Burnham
Road and Lake Road to be moved from Burnham Road and onto the portion
of Lake Road heading Westbound. This allows Burnham Road to become the
through street onto the bridge heading over Speedwell Lake.

The matter was first opened up to the public for comments, and one resident
made the following comment:

He was concerned about the newly constructed intersection at Burnham Road and Lake Road,
specifically the large turning radius now required to turn right from Burnham Road onto Lake
Road. He asked that changes be considered to fix this problem.

After public commentary was closed, I then commented that I had received several resident e-mails
regarding increased speeding on Burnham Road since the road was reconstructed with new curbing
and paving. I said that I have a concern that making Burnham Road the through street onto the Lake
Road bridge would only encourage additional speeding. I stated that the police department was
currently reviewing the intersection at Mill Road and Burnham Road, and that I hoped that the stop
sign could be moved from Mill Road onto Burnham Road. That could help to slow traffic down on
Burnham Rd. I asked that the vote on this ordinance be postponed for a month until the police
department could complete their traffic survey of the Burnham/Mill intersection and make a
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recommendation on the stop sign. The Committee agreed to table this matter until the September
meeting.

Ordinance 24-09 appropriates funding of $50,000 for the installation of a new water
line extension on Jockey Hollow Road. This water line extension was discussed
extensively at the June Township Committee meeting (for more information see: 
http://www.jeffgrayzel.com/nl/NLJune09.pdf . At that time, we rejected a
proposal based on the engineer’s estimate of the project cost, of which we were
asking the area residents to pay a portion of via a special assessment (which most
objected to). However, since then we had formal bids received for the project that
were significantly less than what the engineer had estimated. Given the reduced cost
the Township Committee felt that this was now something that was worth pursuing as
a public safety improvement project. It will allow fire hydrants to be installed along
the length of Jockey Hollow Road, thus providing increased  protection for the homes in the area and,
most importantly, for the firefighters who may have to one day fight a fire in the area.

We had several public comments on this matter:

The first of resident was concerned that putting in the water line is new infrastructure which
would enable future development in the area.

The next person made several remarks:

she was concerned about opening up new lands for development
asked if we had approvals from NJ Dept. of Environmental Protection
Asked if this area would remain as a Planning Area 5 under the state plan guidelines.
Asked if residents would be required to hook up to the water line.

The next person asked if there was an area in the Township where water existed but there was
no requirement to hook up.

The next resident noted that the Township does not have a water tanker for fighting fires so this
water line was needed for public safety

The next resident asked where the funds were coming from to pay for the water line and if this
had already been budgeted for.

After public commentary was closed the Township Committee members then had an opportunity to
comment:

I offered several modifications to the resolution that accompanies this ordinance (resolution
#147-09, see below). I asked that the resolution recognize the historical significance of the
Jockey Hollow area, that the Township reaffirms its commitment to preserve the low density
residential nature of this area, and that our master plan recognizes these facts.

Dan Caffrey commented that although Delbarton would use the water line more than anyone
else, they are contributing a large share of the cost at the low-bid price.

Ron Goldberg commented that the major objective here was to protect firefighter’s lives, not
structures: when firefighters need to enter a burning structure to make a rescue, having plenty
of water available makes them safer and more effective. Further, he noted that   lack of trust by
some residents of local government and land use boards was the elephant in the room. Lack of
trust created concerns about the possibility of future rezoning. Some of the mistrust has been
earned over the years. He said that Mr. Grayzel’s amendments to the resolution would address
some of those concerns. But, those sitting on his side of the dais we needed to be proactive
regardless when a safety concern like this arises

The funding ordinance passed by a 5-0 vote.

Jeff Grayzel ~ Morris Township Committee http://ui.constantcontact.com/templates/previewer.jsp?format=h...

3 of 9 9/14/09 12:54 PM



A copy of these ordinances may be obtained from our Township Clerk by calling 973-326-7430, or they
can be viewed online at http://morristwp.com/ordinances09.asp

Ordinances for Introduction…
There were two ordinances for introduction at this meeting.

Ordinance 25-09 authorizes the township to proceed with the purchase of 3 acres at the end of
Indianhead Road for preservation as open space. This matter had been discussed at our prior meeting
on July 15 when we agreed to apply for funding for this purchase from The Morris County Open Space
Trust Fund. See my prior newsletter at www.JeffGrayzel.com

Ordinance 26-09 introduced the “Citizen Service Act”, a piece of new legislation co-sponsored by
Committeeman Goldberg and me. Mr. Goldberg provided some background with the following
comments:

"This is a communications process to make it easy, and quick for everyone who
wants to serve to find out about and ask for the opportunity
to get an appointment to any of our various Boards and
Committees. The key components of the Citizen Service Act
are:

1) Establishes an open application procedure by which
community residents may indicate their interest in
appointed municipal positions by filing a standardized
application form.
2) Provides for a notification process by which citizens who
apply for citizen appointments will be notified when the
position in under consideration.
3) Creates a simple, universal application form and public directory of appointed
municipal positions for citizens wishing to apply for a municipality’s committees, board
or commission. 
4) Ensures that the municipality maintains a current updated list of all vacancies for
each appointed municipal position.

This ordinance will provide a simple and uniform process for any and all citizens to seek
participation on local committees, boards and commissions. Citizens will know which
vacancies there are on local committees, boards & commissions and how to quickly
and easily apply for them."

The Township Committee members each made some brief comments on this ordinance, and some
modifications were suggested. The Mayor asked our Legislation sub-committee to take into
consideration all the comments that were made and to make a recommendation to the Township
Committee prior to the next meeting.

A copy of these ordinances may be obtained from our Township Clerk by calling 973-326-7430, or can
be viewed online at http://morristwp.com/ordinances09.asp

This concludes “Ordinances for Introduction”. The above ordinances will be publicly debated at our next
Committee meeting. At that time, a formal public hearing will be held and the public will be able to ask
questions, make comments or give testimony. The Township Committee will consider the comments
and testimony and then take a vote on adoption of the ordinance.

Resolutions…
Several resolutions were then up for a vote. The title of each of these resolutions can be viewed on the
agenda: http://morristwp.com/agendas/Twpcomm_agenda_08-19-09.pdf
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and the text can be found at: http://www.morristwp.com/resolutions09
/twpcomm_resolutions_08-19-09.pdf

As noted in the ordinance section above, RESOLUTION 147-09 authorized the Township to enter into a
cost sharing agreement with Delbarton/St. Mary's Abbey and the Southeast Morris County Municipal
Utilities Authority (the local water company) for the installation of the water main. Both of those
entities will pay a portion of the project cost, and the Township will pay the remainder (of $50,000).

It was this resolution that I asked to be amended to include the language noted in my comments
above. Mr. Goldberg had earlier offered additional language in the resolution requiring the Fire
Department to study the water needs of the Township and report on which Township streets were
without hydrants. The other Committee members all agreed with these proposed changes and the
resolution was amended prior to the vote on its passage.

All of the other resolutions were without controversy and all passed

Copies of all resolutions passed may be obtained from our Township Clerk by calling 973-326-7430, or
they can be viewed on the Twp website at:
http://www.morristwp.com/resolutions09/twpcomm_resolutions_08-19-09.pdf

Public Commentary…

Every Township meeting has a “public commentary” portion during which any
member of the public can make a statement concerning anything related to
Township matters, or ask the Township Committee anything they wish.

In addition to the three public comments made above (in relation to the Jockey
Hollow water line), the following comments were made at this meeting:

The first resident to speak asked Scott Rosenbush why he did not recuse
himself (abstain) from the Jockey Hollow water line matter since he was
directly affected.

The next resident commented on the Citizen Service Act as a way to tap into the resources the
Township has in its residents. He also stated that any concerns about difficulty communicating
with large groups were overblown. The needed technology was common and available.

Next, a resident of Turtle Road spoke on behalf of several of his neighbors regarding the
reconstruction of Turtle Road 9with new curbing and road surface). He stated that residents do
not want a wide road with a double yellow line because they think this will promote speeding on
their street. He asked if the road could be narrowed and the yellow line removed.

The next resident had a question regarding the Citizen Service Act, and he wanted to know if all
the positions it covered were volunteer positions. [He was told they were.]

Next, a resident of the Wheatsheaf neighborhood stated that the big storm that blew through
with lots of rain had caused major flooding in his neighborhood. Several homeowners sustained
significant damage due to the flooding waters. He noted that there was a tremendous amount of
water running off the new condominiums complex being built off Deborah Drive.

The last person to speak was someone who wanted to develop a 5-acre lot in the township. [He
was told that he had to make an application before the Planning Board]

I urge more citizens to come to the Township meetings to ask questions and to air their
comments. Doing so at a public forum gives you the opportunity to get an immediate response from
the Township Committee, and often times helps the Committee improve regulations related to the
issues at hand.
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Jeff’s Commentary…
The final portion of each meeting allows for each member of the Township Committee to make any
general comments they please. I made the following comments at the July 15 meeting:

The vote on the Jockey Hollow water line was possibly the hardest decision I have had to make
since joining this Township Committee over two years ago. I understand the significance of the
Jockey Hollow neighborhood. Before I joined this committee I fought as a citizen against
unwanted development there. So I understand the concerns of the neighbors who fear future
development. Although I cannot predict the future, I hope that the language that I inserted in
the resolution will reflect the desires of this Committee going forward and that these desires are
respected by our future governing bodies.

The kids rugby season just ended. At the final outing of the Morris Rugby League they set an
unofficial world record Saturday for the largest touch/mini/tag rugby tournament, which is now
being verified with the Guinness Book of World Records. With 832 kids on 95 teams competing
at Saturday's tournament held at Black River Fields, Morris Rugby exceeded the current
record of 487 players documented in the United Kingdom. The Morristown-area club is led by
Township resident Mike Stumpf. Mike does a wonderful job with this program and I recommend
it to parents looking for an activity for their kids next spring.

Other Commentary from Township Committee members…

The following comments were made at our meeting:

Ron Goldberg made the following comments:

Storm response by our DPW, Police, Fire and OEM was very impressive and he was extremely
proud of those organizations.
The Township concert series was a great success and he thanked Bill Foelsch and the Recreation
Department and the series sponsor, Provident bank.

Ray Snyder made the following comments:

Condolences to the Amelio for their loss
Recognized the great job by the fire department in their response to the overturned gasoline
tanker on Whippany Rd.

Dan Caffrey made the following comments:

Kudos to the fire department for their work in containing the spill from the overturned tanker.
Kudos too to the police department for their work at the murder scene in Morris Township. They
had to preserve the crime scene while in the face of massive press coverage.
With regard to the Jockey Hollow water line, let’s not forget that the main purpose of the water
line is for fire protection.
School is starting, so please watch your speeds as you drive through our neighborhoods.

Mayor Scott Rosenbush made the following comments:

Noted that it has been 15 years since we had our last murder in Morris Township.
Great job by both our police department and the County Prosecutor’s office.
Thanks to all of our services for their work on the multiple incidents caused by the storm that
passed through.
Made a Mayoral appointment of a Mr. Christensen to a recently vacated seat on the powerful
Board of Adjustment.
[Of note, there was no discussion of this persons qualifications and no vote taken on this
important appointment]
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========================================================

THE FOLLOWING SECTION CONTAINS GENERAL INFORMATION
ABOUT HAPPENINGS AROUND MORRIS TOWNSHIP.

Building Applications Around Town…

This section provides the community with some information about
building projects around town. There are always new projects and
continuing projects that come before the Planning Board and the Board of
Adjustment. I will only highlight the larger projects and not get into
details on the minor ones, such as a homeowner adding a front porch to
their home).

If residents want to hear about development in their neighborhoods or
are either opposed to or supportive of certain development projects, then
they need to voice their opinions in-person at the hearings. (Letters are
not admissible at these hearings).

The Board of Adjustment was to have held its regular meeting on August 24 but it was cancelled due
to a lack of applications.

The next Board of Adjustment held meeting will be held on September 21, and the agenda will be
published online a few days before the meeting.

The Planning Board held a regular meeting on August 17. There was just one major item on the
agenda, which was the continuing hearing for the subdivision of one lot into three on Shadyside Street,
but this hearing was postponed so the planning board meeting was very brief. There is a citizen group
mounting a protest to this development and they have hired their own lawyer and planning consultant.
This opposition lawyer asked for the postponement of this hearing in order to have the opportunity to
present his own witnesses “expert testimony” on this application at the next meeting. The
postponement was granted and the hearing will be continued on September 14.

The next planning board meeting is scheduled for this Monday September 14. On the agenda can now
be found at the Twp website:
http://www.morristwp.com/agendas/plbd_agenda_09-14-09.pdf

All of the Planning Board and Board of Adjustment meetings start at 7:30pm at our municipal building
and are open to the public. As with all public meetings, I urge our residents to attend so that they can
have a say in how our township is managed and how it is developed.

Other items of interest…

The Parks & Recreation Department announces the following programs to begin in September:
http://www.morristwp.com/pdfs/Fall_Programs_startup_2009.pdf

Deer Culling scheduled for the Fall: A list of properties where deer culling will take place this
Fall has been posted on the Township website. Dates and times have not yet been scheduled.
http://morristwp.com/agendas/DEER_CULLING_2009.pdf

Health Tip for the back-to-school season: The H1N1 flu virus (a.k.a. “swine flue”) is still
circulating. The #1 thing anyone can do to prevent infection is simple
hand-washing. Please encourage your kids to wash their hands several times
a day at school, and most certainly when they walk into the house at the end
of the school day.
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Pay
your
bills

online...

NEXT
TOWNSHIP
MEETING:

Wednesday
Sept. 16th

Poll Workers For General Election: Morris County election officials are looking for individuals
to work at the polls during the New Jersey general election Nov. 3rd.  Poll workers will earn $200
for the day. Anyone interested in working the polls Nov. 3 may obtain an application online at
www.morriselections.org  or by contacting the Morris County Board of Elections at
973-285-8350.

Attention basketball players!  The upgrades to the two basketball courts located at
Collinsville playground are now complete. The courts now are resurfaced, re-striped, have new
backboards, and upgraded lighting for night play. The timers on the light poles
will allow any member of the public to turn on the lights, and the courts can
be used up until 10pm at night. My hope is to have one or two nights a week
assigned for “pick up” games and we are looking for a member of the public
to coordinate this effort. Let me know if you are interested.

Pay your property taxes online: There is no fee if you pay via your bank
checking account. For details see this link: 
https://www.cit-e.net/morris-nj/cit-e-access/TaxBill_Std
/?TID=62&TPID=5979

Pay your sewer bill online: There is no fee if you pay via your
bank checking account. For details see this link: 
https://www.cit-e.net/morris-nj/cit-e-access
/Edm_UtilityBill/?TID=62&TPID=7761

County Clerk Offers Free Photo I.D. Cards For Morris Veterans: The service is being
offered free of charge to all honorably discharged Morris County veterans.  Additional
information about obtaining a Morris County photo I.D. card for military veterans may be
obtained by calling the county clerk's office at 973-285-6161.

Harter Road overpass replacement:  The NJ Dept. of Transportation has begun the
replacement of the Harter Road overpass over route 287. Harter Road will be closed for 3
months beginning July 17 and traffic detoured to alternate routes.

Expanded plastics recycling in Morris Township: Morris Township now recycles classes 1
through 7 plastics. Formerly, we accepted only class 1 and 2 plastics
bottles. Remember that increased recycling REDUCES our taxes. See
this link on the Township website for more information:
http://morristwp.com/pdfs/ABC's_of_Recycling1-7Rev1.pdf

 

Upcoming Committee Meeting...

There is only one Township Committee meeting scheduled for the month of
August which will take place on Wednesday September 16th.  The draft
agenda is now online at http://morristwp.com/

Please try to attend one of our meetings to see how your local government
operates. Your presence improves the quality of the proceedings, and your
questions require the Township Committee to be responsive to our citizens.

Other Township meetings and events can be found online on our municipal
calendar:
http://plus.calendars.net/morrisTownship

Please feel free to forward this e-mail on to others.  If you know someone who would like to
subscribe, please have them contact me at Jeff@JeffGrayzel.com .
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As always, if you have any questions about any of the above or if you have a comment you would like
to share with me, then please send me an e-mail to Jeff@JeffGrayzel.com .

Thank you for taking the time to read through this newsletter. I hope it has helped you be more
informed about what is going on around our town.

JEFF
Committeeman, Morris Township
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